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On the Triviality Results and the Dutch Book Argument
ABSTRACT

Two theses will be argued in this paper: first, Lewis’s triviality results should not
be a problem for a theory of conditionals; second, the Dutch Book argument, used to
stand for the received probability theory, seems to beg the question. Since Lewis
presented the triviality results in 1976, most of philosophers or logicians believe that
if we want to evade the triviality results we should take conditionals as no truth-value.
By generalizing Lewis’s triviality results, it is argued that the triviality results have
nothing to do with conditionals. Therefore, to avoid the triviality results, | propose,
we should reconsider the received probability theory. On the other hand, the
Dutch Book argument is often used to argue for the thesis that rationality requires us
to obey the received probability theory. If so, it seems that there is no reason to
doubt the received probability theory. By examining the Dutch Book argument in
detail, it is argued that the Dutch Book argument begs the question. Therefore, the

received probability theory is not as well-grounded as many believe.

KEYWORDS: triviality results, the Dutch Book argument, probability theory,
conditionals
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